John William Pope Foundation of Raleigh,
N.C. The next summer, she headed to
Cape Town to refine her honors thesis, a
study of survivors’ memories of apartheid
and their experiences with the TRC. She
plans to pursue a Ph.D. in African history.
“I stayed in Soweto, the largest
township. That was one of the most
life-changing experiences of the entire
summer,” Gergel said. “I think doing
research in a way that engages you with
people really has the potential to change

your outlook on life and changes the way
you see things around you.”
Foote ’11 recalls fondly the first-year
seminar, “Biologists as Entrepreneurs,”
which has influenced the rest of his studies.
Students in the class, taught by biology
professor Seith Reice, learned how to write
a grant proposal from start to finish. Reice is
a recognized expert on stream diversity and
the author of The Silver Lining, about the
positive effects that forest fires, floods and
natural disasters can have on ecosystems.

Foote, a biology and philosophy
major, admits the class was intimidating at
first.
“But it’s probably the most practical
course I’ve taken at Carolina,” said Foote,
whose proposal combined breast cancer
research and nanotechnology. “I didn’t
know how to set up the research, how
to get money. Dr. Reice brought in all
these amazing speakers. They gave us a
checklist of things to do if you want to be
successful.”
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New professorships help
undergraduate research grow

Dan Sears

Graduate Research Consultants (GRCs) in
her courses on autobiography and lifeBy Kim Weaver Spurr ’88
writing genres.
The Office for Undergraduate
ane Danielewicz, a professor of English Research began the GRC program in 2003
and comparative literature, is enthusiastic
to enable faculty to expand opportunities
about the value of undergraduate research in for undergraduate research in their classes.
guiding students “to be amazed and stunned
The graduate students work with the
by what they discover.”
instructor and the students
The College of Arts and
on planning, carrying out
Sciences has recognized
and communicating their
her dedication by naming
research. The program has
her one of four inaugural
continued to grow. In fall
Research and Undergraduate
2003, six GRCs served 214
Education Term Professors
undergraduates through
in the four divisions of the
three courses. In fall 2008,
College: fine arts, social
50 GRCs worked with 1,644
and behavioral sciences,
undergraduates through 49
humanities, and natural
courses. The GRC courses
sciences and mathematics.
are taught in all divisions of
Jane Danielewicz
A recommendation of the
the College and at all levels.
2006 Quality Enhancement Plan, these
Danielewicz first worked with GRC
professorships will enhance the culture of
Risa Applegarth ’09 in her honors seminar,
undergraduate research at UNC.
“Reading and Writing Women’s Lives.” Since
“When students come to college, it’s
then, Danielewicz has collaborated with
about developing an identity … so finding
Applegarth several times and involved other
out about research connects the students
GRCs about six times in her courses.
to their senses of curiosity and creativity,”
Applegarth, who recently graduated
said Danielewicz, the Richard Grant Hiskey
with a Ph.D. in English and is now an
Distinguished Term Professor in Research
assistant professor at the University of North
and Undergraduate Education. “You have an
Carolina at Greensboro, said she enjoyed
opportunity to help them claim a space within helping to cultivate students’ sense of
the university. We’re a research university, and independent inquiry.
students should be a part of this when they
“Being a GRC gives you a chance to
first walk onto this campus.”
guide students as they’re in the process of
Danielewicz is also a champion of
becoming researchers,” she said. Applegarth
engaging graduate students as mentors for
also worked with GRCs in some of the
undergraduate research. She works with
classes she taught at UNC and developed
8 • college.unc.edu • Fall 2009 • Carolina Arts & Sciences

cross-disciplinary relationships with fellow
graduate students.
Through a grant from the Spencer
and Teagle Foundations, Danielewicz is
the principal investigator on a project that
will support the growth of writing, critical
thinking and research in communicationintensive courses. GRCs will help with that
process.
Danielewicz said her students continue
to surprise and challenge her.
“I want to invite students into the life I
lead here,” she said. “They find ways to do
things you can’t imagine.” •

N ew R esearch and
U ndergraduate E ducation
T erm P rofessors :

(All of the professorships are
supported by The Margaret and Paul A.
Johnston Fund. It was established in 1987
in the College of Arts and Sciences to
honor retired faculty members. It is the
largest endowed fund in the College.)
• Drew Coleman, geology: Jarsolav
Folda Distinguished Term Professor in
Research and Undergraduate Education
• Jane Danielewicz, English and
comparative literature: Richard Grant
Hiskey Distinguished Term Professor in
Research and Undergraduate Education
• Donald M. Reid, history: J. Alan
Feduccia Distinguished Term Professor in
Research and Undergraduate Education
• elin o’Hara slavick, art: Glen H.
Elder, Jr. Distinguished Term Professor in
Research and Undergraduate Education

