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Conclusions & Future Directions:

A. Silencing astrocytes in the NAc alters drug-taking, but not seeking, behavior. This data suggests that astrocytes are critical to the on-demand neural
Self-Administration: signaling during drug use.

Male rats were placed in an operant box B. We found no difference in behavioral sensitization in Cal-Ex treated rats. This indicates that the actions of astrocytes may be specific to drug related
and food trained to lever press. After behaviors

food training, rats underwent 10 days of
lodng access (6?/;1% COC/akin/e ?elf- ) Our data highlights the divergent roles of astrocytes during drug taking and seeking behaviors. Future experiments will investigate how astrocytes contribute
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o each of these processes.

We still don't know how astrocyte Ca2+ signaling alters reward processing in the NAc. Do astrocytes regulate behavior differently in contingent vs. non-
contingent drug use paradigms? Are astrocytes critical for reward valuation of drugs of abuse?
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