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• The Italian Government, following the fall of Mussolini’s regime, had to 
transition from a fascist system to a fully democratic one. This transition left 
many questions in the air which oftentimes captivated American journalists. 

• American journalists , following the end of the Second World War, flooded back 
into Italy, specifically Rome, to report on life in the city. 

• More importantly, Rome was the center of the new system of government for 
Italy, and American journalists were eager to report on the happenings. 

1947, Growth and Endurance of Fascism 
in Rome:

“But the biggest 
surprise of all was 
Giannini’s neo-Fascist 
party… which amassed… 
30 seats in the new 
Constituent Assembly — 
only five fewer than 
Mussolini won in the 
last election before 
the march on Rome in 
1922.” 

- Lawrence W. Shenfield, New York Daily 
Tribune (1946)

1948, an Election Year for Rome and the 
Future of Italian Politics

• 1946 would mark a contentious year for Italian politics, as it would be the 
first open election in Italy since 1924. It would elect a government that would 
write the new Constitution of Italy. 

• The main three players were:
• Christian Democratic Party: 
• Italian Socialist Party
• Italian Communist Party

• The party that caught many anglophone journalists' eyes was the Common 
Man’s Front Party, a distinctly neo-fascist/far-right party that held events in 
Rome. Rome would also be rocked by unrest. 

• Anglophone journalists had real anxieties over the success of the Common 
Man’s Front, and with food costs, inflation, and unemployment all on the rise 
in Rome, some feared a second fascist regime and the influence they would 
have in the capital city. 

1946: Immediate Post-War Reactions to 
Fascism

1949; Neo-Fascism as a Husk and 
Conclusions

• Many of the Anglophone 
journalists would focus heavily on 
the role that former fascist and now 
neo-fascist people and groups 
would play in the government. 

• These reactions can help us better 
inform the history of the Italian 
government and the legacy of neo-
fascism in Italy. 

• The new government of Italy would 
ultimately decide on a course of 
reconciliation with former fascist 
government members. 

• This was partly pragmatic, seeing that to 
fire all associated with Mussolini’s 
regime would create a massive 
workforce vacuum. 

• Many of the fascist trials would also be 
held in Rome in 1947.  

• For some anglophone journalists, these trials would be 
a symbolic transition of the Italian Government to 
come to grips with their fascist past. Yet, fascism 
would still be prevalent in Roman society, with their 
new Mayor being backed by the Common Man’s Party 
and a new neo-fascist party, the Italian Social 
Movement (MSI).  

• 1948 saw an important election year, the full emergence of the MSI as the 
strongest neo-fascist organization in Italy, and the Italian Constitution taking 
effect. 

•  Anglophone journalists noted that the MSI and similar groups were a vocal 
minority now within the city. The average Roman was unconcerned with the 
neo-fascist movements.

• This year, we will also see a clear shift in focus on the PSI and PCI’s actions 
during the election, but the MSI fail to garner much support.  

• With the MSI lackluster electoral turnout, 
garnering 2% of the vote, anglophone journalists 
mostly wrote off the MSI as a political force. 

• Yet, the MSI would continue to exist even today in 
modern politics. 

• Cold War politics would overshadow Italian 
politics for the Anglophone journalists.

• Many anglophone journalists wrote that Rome had 
shed its fascist husk which Mussolini left.

• The influence of fascism in Italian 
politics is hotly debated, but the 
reporting of anglophone journalists on 
neo-fascism in Rome would show the 
early years of what would become an 
enduring part of Italian politics. 

• Anglophone journalists saw the MSI as a spoiler 
party, one that the Christian Democrats might have 
to ally with to beat the PSI/PCI. 

• Now, actions by the MSI were framed as how they 
would affect the current government in Rome, 
especially after a fascist march through the Jewish 
Quarter in Rome. 
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