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Introduction

e Cot-caught merger in American English

e Affricationin Quebécois French

e Diphthongization in American English and
Quebecois French

e High laxed vowels(voyelles fermées
relachées)in American English and
Quebecois French
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Methodology

e Clips of Quebecoislocals
o Older White woman
o Young multiracial woman
o Middle-aged Asian man
e Clips of Americans speaking with a
“standard” accent
o Young nonbinary White person
o Middle-aged Latino man
o Middle-aged Black woman

Findings

High laxed vowels (voyelles fermées
relachées)
o “| will live my life to the fullest”
o [wil]
e “Onalaville”

o [vil]
Diphthongization
e “...Probably ‘cause | eat a lot”
o [a']
e “On ala montagne”
o [m3.ta'n]
Cot-caught merger
e Lack of distinguishment between the
vowels in “caught” and “cot”
o [kat]
Affrication
e /t/and /d/ followed by /i/ and /y/
o “Toutes sortes de difféerents places a
aller”
o [d'i.fe.s€]
Quéebecois importance
e Francophone diversity
e Culture and identity
e Phenomena remain across age, gender,
race/ethnicity, and class
Standard American accent

e Less of a“neutral/negative accent” as the

Anglophone standard, compared to the
French Parisian standard accent

Conclusion

Quebécois French and American English share

several phonetic phenomena including
diphthongs and laxed high vowels. These
phenomena are especially important to
Québeécois culture, which prides itself on its
Francophone status within North America.

Front Central Back
I L
High
1 L o U
e A 3 O
Mid
3 J
i =

Low

cl §
References

Brittanica.(2024). Quebec [Photograph]. Retreived April 25, 2024, from https://www.britannica.com/place/Quebec-province.

High

Mid

Low

Chayer, M. (2019, March 20). L'accent québécois décortiqué. Radio-Canada. https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1159373/accent-francais-

quebecois-phonetique-vincent-arnaud

Easy Languages. (2016, May 3). Easy English 29 - talking about the future [Video]. Youtube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0lyYE6USuOO0

Tristan Paine. (2023, May 13). Asking New Yorkers what they do for a living [ Video]. Youtube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=f3dN9ypiFLY

Violin-Wigent, A., Miller, J., & Grim, F.(2013). Sons et sens: La prononciation du francais en contexte. Georgetown University Press.

WIRED. (2021, January 21). Accent expert gives a tour of U.S. accents - (part one)[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=H1KP42ztKKOA

WIRED. (2021, March 25). Accent expert gives a tour of North American accents - (Part 3)[Video]. YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw7pL70kKEE



https://www.britannica.com/place/Quebec-province
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1159373/accent-francais-quebecois-phonetique-vincent-arnaud
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1159373/accent-francais-quebecois-phonetique-vincent-arnaud
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlyYE6USuO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlyYE6USuO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3dN9ypiFLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3dN9ypiFLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1KP4ztKK0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1KP4ztKK0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw7pL7OkKEE

